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His Fnemies, that all 77 
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pfalm Lev 30. 


Rebuke the Company of Spearmen, us 


Multitude of the Bulls, with the Calves 


of the People, ll cher one Kae 
himſelf with Pieces of Silver. Scatter 


thay the People that delight in War. 
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he had heretofore ſhewn to his People, 


bringing them out from 15 75 a8 cem f them 
in the Wilderpels, an the 


Land of Canaan: 7721 5 Wer a _ the 7685 ; 


are a kind of Prayer of 18 abraes of againſt 
indrances of Peace 


might be remgoped, an all the Inſtruments of 


War confounded ; Rehuke the. a — 2 Speer | 
a 


men, the Multitad: * the Bulli, with the Calv 
of. the People, till every al bmi himfelf wit 
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in lome new . 
ed this forth ky Ky | 


3 (4) 5 
Pieces of Silver. Scatter thou the People that de- 
light in War. Of which Words I will, in the | 
Frſt place, give a ſhort and eaſy Explanation ; 
2 in the ſecond, ſee what Uſe we may make | 
g Ot them. | : ; 
„ ' Firft, Of the Terms here uſed. By the Com- | 
| pany of Spearmen, we naturally underſtand Sol- 
diers, that being a Weapon generally uſed in 
| all Armies ; and by rebuking them is meant 
| kumbling their Pride, and ſtopping them in 
* ä their Carreer. By the Multitude of Bulls, are 
3 meant Kings and Princes, Generals and great 
| Officers; thoſe Creatures being put, in Scrip- 
| | tures, to denote the great Men of the World, 
| ſierce and wild, head-ſtrong and violent, rang- | 
N ing about the Grounds and Paſtures, not to 
| | 'be. bounded or —_— 50 in ge — f 
Many Bulls have compaſſed me, ſtrong Bulls of Ba- 
ſhan hape beſet me AE So in 5 34.7. Exek. 
39. 18. Amos 4. 1. Hear this ye Kine of Baſhan, 
that are in the Mountain of Samaria, which oppreſs 
' the Poor and cruſh the Needy ; which ſay to their 
| Miſters, bring and let ws drink. In all which 
Places are underſtood, inſolent and wanton 
great Men, that roam about lawleſs and un- 
3 controll'd, and take the World before them 
| to be all their own, By the Calves of the Peo- 
| ple may be underſtood the Common Soldiers, 
who follow their Leaders, as thoſe Creatures 
do the Chief of the Herd; led by Sight and 
; by Example without any Conſideration of 
their own. Theſe and their Commanders Da- | 
vid prays may be rebuked, and brought ſo | 
low, that they may come and ſubmit them- *' 
ſelves, and bring their Tribute in their Hands, 
MH: which is the Meaning of bumbiy bringing N 
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F Silver with them, becauſe they paid their 
Tribute and their Ranſom in them. So that 


hitherto, the Words of the Text are a PI 
of King David, that God would utterly ſub- 
due, and bring to nought his Enemies, both 
Prince and People, Generals and their Armies. 
They are not to be underſtood of any of his 


own People, either Civil or Military; for that 
had been a little below his Princely Dignity, 


who was entirely Maſter of his own Affairs, 


and the ſole Judge of Peace and War, himſelf. 


Nor are they to be underſtood of any Nation, 


Prince, or People in Alliance with him, for 
he was in none at this Time, that we know 


of ; but they are to be underſtood of thoſe hx 
Enemies, who were actually in War againſt him; 
and the following Words are more particular, 
and tell what kind of Enemies theſe were, and 
ſhew withal the Juſtice and the Reaſonableneſs 


of ſuch a Prayer, Scatter thou (he offers it to 


God) the People that delight in War, the Kings 
and People that do not go to War unwilling- 
ly, and upon abſolutely juſt and neceſſary 


Grounds and Occaſions, and ſuch Affronts and 
Injuries, and Provocations, as are not to be 
endured with any Safety to the Publick ; but 
| ſuch as mate Occaſions when there are none; 


and ſuch as rake the leaf} Occaſions, and lay 
hold upon the ſmalleſt Injuries, and ſlighteſt. 


Provocations: Such as go to War to ſatisfy 
their Vain-glory, their. Ambition, their Cove- 
touſneſs, and their exorbitant Deſire of Rule 
and Riches: Such as delight in War, for the 
Power of Miſchief and Revenge-Sake, and for 
no truly good and honeſt Cauſe. Theſe are 
the People David begs/of God to ſcatter and 


COll- 


(6) 
confound. And this is a Prayer, that ever; 
good and wife Man joins with. him in, and 
cannart help ſaying Amen in earneſt to it. Let | 
us ſee to the Thing is felf, after this Explana- 


tion of the Terms. 5 | 9 55 | 
Peace is, undoubtedly, the State, in which 
God made, and with which he deſfign'd to 


3 bleſs the World; as well becauſe he intended 
wee ſhould all of us be happy (which, out of 
PDeace we cannot be) as alſo that the Violation 
f and Breach of it always Fance from Evil, 
i dnd is occaſioned through ſome Fault or other, 
0 which is contrary to God's Purpoſe and Neſign, | 
; | and againſt ſome general or particular Com- 
ji mand, One of the Parties either does to the 


 [ other What God forbids him to do, or refuſes | 

to do what God commands. All War ariſes |. 

| either from poſitive Injury done, or from De- 

nial of doing Juſtice. Theſe things demon- 
| . ſtrate evidendy, that War is contrary to God's 
Defign, and that Peace is the State and Con- 
| dition which he approves and in which Men 
aeas be only univerſally happy: For God de- 
| figns that all Men ſhould be happy even in this 
| Life; and he commands that no one ſhould do 
| Anjury to his Neighbour: Now War occaſions 
| Miſchief to Mankind, and Injury is generally 

the Occaſion of War. _ TH | 

But altho' Gods primary Intention and De- 
ſign, was to make and keep Men happy, and 
that Peace would certainly effect it, in its 


proper Inſtances; yet is not tlierefore 
unlawful, upon that Side where it is juſt and 
neceſſary; but is equally approv'd of God, 
with Peace it Self, as being the only way of 
compaſſing the Ends of Peace; it is — ä 
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thy 


Rr means of regaining that Security 2 
Eaſe, Which was loſt by Injury and Injuſtice; 


And it is not to be endur'd, When it is not in 


order to a true and laſting Peace. The Com- 


mands of God are, certainly, that all Men 
ſhould live in the conſtant exerciſe of Juſtice, 


Truth, and Charity, to each the Other; and 


therefore it is as much his Will, that a Man 

id fuffer no Injury from another, as It is 
that he ſhould do none to another; fo that 
Whatever is abſolutely neceſſary to the pre- 


ſerving or *reſtoring Eaſe and Security to 


Mafikind, tuft needs be approved of God, 
becauſe it is the way and theans'by which 
they only can arrive àt' that happineſs, which 
God Htitenas Origihally to Bleſs chem with z 
for the cdiſſtaſit of one Nation Ut the 
Hands of Another, does not beet br procure 


Pexce., but rather itwites repeated injuries. 
Thefe Hud be, 6therwiſe, no reconciling rhe 


TH "of 'Hoſts, Wich #he Gol F Peuce; i. e. the 


- ODiflike he Has df all Violence und Miſchief 


feed" by oe Man, or one Nation, to ano- 
rhir, nete many Commands he gives him- 
ge en People, to War againſt feve- 


ral: 1 Nth „ And his People, fon up ſeveral Nations 


Unt — Bog ometimes-almoſt to 


their Ettermmation- Hos ry [Excifien. And thus, 
ffs, We Are to underſtand the many Precapts | 
| Exhotearivis * to föllo wing Peace, and to 


the avoidittg Quarrels and Contentions, in the 


— Ger Saviour is indeed the Prince 


And - the Goſpel is the-Gofpel bf Peace, an 
— a to 'be the Sons 72 Las even 3h 
the FiteraFSenſe. -And it is certain that if the 


N 0 3 were Gbſerved, as they 
. ought , 


. commanded every One, to love his Nees 


| (S393. 

ought to be, there would be neither private 
Quarrels nor publick Wars: Becauſe that every 
thing that may either occaſion, or prevent De- 
bate and War, is certainly commanded or pro- 
hibited by Chriſt, ſo that Chriſtianity is pro- 
feſſedly and deſignedly the Doctrine of Peace, 
and they who obſerve it carefully will purſue 
nothing but Peace. And in this Senſe it is 
true, that War is againſt both the Deſign and 
Doctrine of Chriſt; and if all Men were good 
Chriſtians, there would be no ſuch thing as 
War inthe World. But it will not from hence 
follow, that all Wars and Contentions among 


_ Chriſtians, are unlawful F becauſe that the 


Doctrines of Chriſt, would (if attended to; 
prevent them: No more than it follows that : 
all Penal Laws, and all Judicial Oaths, are | 
unlawful among Chriſtians ; becauſe they are 

and to ſpeak the truth, and to do no Wickedneſs, * 
If all People would ſpeak nothing but Truth, 
and all the Truth they were required to ſpeak, . | 
an. Oath would be needleſs, and the Teſtimony |! | 
of God be call d upon in vain ; it would nei 
ther be wanted to the confirmation of Truth, - 1 | 
nor to the making an end of any Difference J « 
becauſe the Truth would beas well diſcovere 1 
without it, and the Difference be as well de:. 
cided. And ſo, if all Men would be Juſt and 


. Righteous, as Chriſt'commands them to be, 


there would be no occaſion for Magiſtrates to | 
puniſh them with Death, or Baniſhment, or 
Confiſcation of Eſtate. But it does not from | 
'Þ 

| 


hence follow, that when the Truth cannot 


poſſibly be diſcovered, without a Solemn and 


Judicial Invocation of God, as a Wicnefs and 


Avenger 


| in ſuffexing, nor is it Oy that God delights 


PR. 
Avenger, nor the Diſputes and Differences of 


Men be 'otherwiſe determin d, that then an 
? Oath ſhould. be unlawful, alrho' the Chriſtians 
are commanded not to Swear : Nor that evil 


doers, and wicked and unjuſt People, are not 
to be puniſhed and put to Death, altho all 


Chriſtians are commanded in the Goſpel, o 


be merciful, and nct to. kill, The occaſion both 


4 of Oaths and Puniſhments is ſomething Evil, 


and undoubtedly forbidden by Chrift ; bur 
when this evil is committed, and this occaſion 
given, Chriſt does not command Men not to 
puniſh Evil doers, nor to ſecure themſelves a- 


gainſt the like, or greater Miſchief for the 
future. And ſo it is in the Caſe of War, if 


People would be juſt. and true, and good 
Chriſtians, there would be no ſuch thing as 
War among them; but if they will be. falſe, 
and covetous, and cruel, and Ambitious, and 
offend againſt the Laws of Chriſt, they muſt 


be puniſh'd for their being ſo; or at leaft 
.\; Chriſtianity does not hinder the injured and 
2 afflicted from endeavouring to ſecure them- 


2 ſelves from ſuffering more Evil, and from re- 


pairing the Miſchiefs they have already ſuffer- 
ed. It can ſerve no End or Intereſt of Religi- 
on, to command a People to undergo whate- 

ver Evils a wantonly ambitious or malicious 
Adverſary can ſee fit to inflict. For the true 
Reaſon why any one private Perſon is coun- 
ſelled in the Goſpel, rather to ſuffer patiently, 
than retaliate an Injury, is, to prevent a great- 
er Miſchief than that which he Suffers, which 

prom Revenge would certainly occaſion to 
im; for there is, really, no intrinſick worth 


= = 
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in: But it is for the Peace and good of Man- 
kind, that they ſhould have their Paſſions in 
Subjection, and be Maſters of themſelves, and 
ſubdue thoſe violent Inclinations moſt Men 
have» to vindicate ſeverely the leaſt Af- 
fronts and Injuries that are offered them; 
which ſtill beget new Quarrels, and oc- 
caſion greater Miſchiefs. But now this End 
would not be anſwer'd by tying up the Hands 
of one Party only: And it had been to deliver 
up Chriſtians (as faſt as they became ſuch) into 
the Wili of their Enemies, with their Hands 
and Feet fettered and bound; and would have 
- utterly prevented the Converſion of the Hea- 
then World; for what Kingdom would have 
turn d Chriſtian, if they had been thereby ex- 
poſed to the Inſults of all their Neighbours, and 
muſt have been tyed to make no manner of 
Reſiſtance ? This would have put a moſt ef- 


baue Bar.co che ſpreading dde Dadtrine ot 


the Goſpel. And therefore the evident and un- 
avoidable Miſchiefs and Abſurdities that would 
follow, make it demonſtrable, that War when | 
it is juſt and neceſſary, is not unlawful and 
forbidden to Chriſtians. It is not on any ſuch 
Account that David curſes, in a manner, all 
the Inſtrumens of War: Rebuke the Spaarmen,; 
and ſcatter thaſe that deligbt in Mar. For he was 
himſelf a great Warriour, and * the Lord's 
Battles, as they: are call d, becauſe they were 
in Favour of his choſen People, and becauſe 
they were proſpered by him: But the Streſs of 
the Prayer is bent. againſt ſuch as 790k Delight 
in Mar, and made it their Choice, without a 
very juſt Occaſion, and moſt abſolute Ne- 
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Ik here are few people in the World, ſo bar- 


barous by Nature, or who have by Cuſtom and 
cruel Practices acquired fo inhumane a Tem- 
per, as to take Delight in the Miſeries of Man- 
kind, that are the uſual and almoſt unavoida- 


ble Conſequences of War. The horrible Waſte. 


and Deſolation of fair and fruitful Countries, 


the Sacking and the Burning Rich and Popu- 


lous Cities, the Mutilations, Wounds, and 
Deaths of the Men of Arms, the Cries and 
Lamentations of the miſerable Sufferers of all 
ſorts, are things that che moſt inſenſible and 
hardned People cannot poſſibly delight in. But 
if they will neglect, and over-look, or ven- 


ture the bringing all theſe Miſeries and Evils, 


upon Peoples Heads, altho' they fee and know. 
them unayoidable, rather than foregoe the Sa- 
tisfaction of their vain, ambitious, covetous, or 
cruel Deſires, then they are properly ſaid to - 


light in Wax, and the evil Conſequences of it, 


let them pretend to never ſo much Care and 


| Tenderneſs of Peoples Lives and Fortunes. 


Iis the Condition of Mankind, that they 
cannot poſſibly live, without a ſtrict Subjecti- 
on to ſome Governors; and that they who are 
intruſted with that Government, muſt of Ne- 


ceſſity have a very great Power, which they 


may alſo abuſe, if they will, to Purpoſes di- 
rectly contrary to the very Ends of Govern- 
ment. They muſt' have a very greac Power, 
or elſe they can do no great Good ; for a little 
Power can do but little good, or prevent but 
little Evil; and therefore tis in vain to expect 
any conſiderable Matters from a too cloſely li- 


mited and reſtrained Power. And yet where 


there is a great Power of doing great Me 5 
f 95 2 ” and 


Cas) :. 


and much Good, there is alſo a Power 


of doing great Miſchief, if it be miſapplied : 


and that muſt needs depend very much upon 
the Will of thoſe who have that Power. Thus, 


for a great many good Reaſons, the Power of 
Peace and War, is, in moſt Nations, lodg'd in the 


Hands of Princes;and therefore we ſee that Peace 


or War depend much more upon the Temper, 


Humour, Will and Diſpoſition of Princes, than 
on the true and juſt Neceſſities of their King- 


doms. Sometimes a Prince is by Nature fear- 


ful and ſluggiſh, or elſe given up to Luxury 
and Softneſs, and therefore will not be alarmed 


by the moſt inſolent and loudeſt Provocati- 
ons, and by the greateſt and moſt laſting In- 


juries and Affronts; but will endure beyond 
all Reaſon, both Infamy and Loſs, rather than 
be diſturb'd. This is a Patience that is rei- 


ther Chriſtian nor Princely, nor indeed Man- 
ly, but ſuch as frequently entails great Miſery, 
as well as great Diſhonour on a Nation: For 
the Blood of a People does ſometimes, like 
ſtanding Waters, ſtagnate, putrify, and breed 
corrupt and dangerous Humours ; and tho' a | 
long and ignominious Peace, be eaſy to 
that Generation which enjoys it, yet it breaks | 
out on their Poſterity, with greater violence 


and hazard. And therefore ſuch an obſtinate 


Reſolution of 'maintaining Peace whatever 
happens, is really no kindneſs to a Nation at 
the long Run; and ſuch a Prince has the 
Power of the Sword committed to Him to no | 


purpoſe, when the juſt occaſions and neceſſi- 
ties of his People will not prevail to the draw- 


ing it out, in their Defence. There is cer- 


tainly an Exceſs on this Hand, as well as cn 


the other ; and this Extream is alſo faulty. But 


} 
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But it happens but very ſeldom, and there. 


fore is the leſs regarded. The Evils that op- 


preſs the World, do generally proceed from 
the contrary Tempers and Reſolutions of Prin- 


ces. Sometimes a little Injury is deeply re- 


ſented, and ſome trivial Satisfaction or 


Demand being denied, is laid to Heart, and 
made the Occaſion of a War: Sometimes a 
Fortreſs, City, or a little Country lies con- 
veniently for ſuch a Prince, and, if it were 
in other Hands, would greatly incommode 


him ; the Want of this is not to be endured, 
and an Opportunity of Fu it muſt needs, 
at any Rate, be found and taken Hold of: 


Sometimes a Miſchief very diſtant and uncer- 
tain is ſtrongly apprehended, and muſt needs 


be guarded againſt; and ſuch unreaſonable 
Precautions oft occaſion Wars: Sometimes 
one Prince has an Advantage in his Hands of 


greater Force, of Money, Arms, and Men, 
and only wants an Opportunity of uſing it a- 
gainſt another; and therefore ſets himſelf to 
ſeek an Occaſion of invading him, which a- 
ny the ſmalleſt Matter gives him, there being 
little wanting where both the Will and Means 


are ready : Sometimes the very Hope of Spoil 
and. rich Rewards brings War into an inoffen- 


five Country ;and ſometimes the Ambition of a 


great Name, the Honour of a Triumph, the 


Glory of finding out new Enemies, and con- 
queting ſtrange Countries, have engaged great 


Kingdoms in great Wars. | 
All theſe things, and many other ſuch, mean 


and unworthy as they are, have been the 
| Occaſions of bringing mighty Calamities and 


Miſeries upon the World. Not à ſingle Paſli- 


— 


On 


that great and forward Soldiers were, in Truth, 
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on of thoſe great Men, tho never ſo unreaſo- 
nable and extravagant, but is gratified at the 


Expence of a prodigious Treaſure both of 
the Blood and Money of their Subjects. This, 
I fay, is the Condition of Mankind; but 

et it is almoſt inevitable, for the Power of 

eace and War is, to prevent a World of In- 
conveniencies that would otherwiſe ariſe , 
moſt wiſely placed in Princes ; and yet if it is 


not exerciſed with the greateſt Prudence and 


Goodneſs imaginable, it is liable to the great- 
eſt Abuſe, and becomes the Inſtrument of e- 
very evil Affection and Suggeſtion. So eaſy 
is it to find out Excuſes, and under the Pre- 
tence of the publick Good, and of a juſt and 


_ abſolute Neceflity, to gratify the moſt vain- 


glorious Humour, the moſt ambitious, , cove- 
tous, or cruel Inclinations. SG 5 

There is none but God and good Angels who 
have the Power of doing Good and no Evil. 
All mortal Creatures that are capable of doing 
Good to Men, are, by the ſame Power, ena- 


bled alſo to do them much Miſchief; and they 


who are by God's Appointment, and by the 


Nature of their Office, to be the Inſtruments 
of great Good to Mankind, may by the ſame 


Means be, as they often are, their great Plague 


and Miſchief : And there is no one way, of 


being fo miſchievous to the World, at one 


* , Ss * 
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It was not without ſome Wit as well as Rea- 
ſon, that Philiſcus adviſed Alexander, whilſt he 
was ſeeking Glory and Immortality of Fame, 


Time, as taking Delight in War. 


that he ſhould take good Heed that he did not 


make himſelf a Plague or Peſtilence : intimating 


no 


„ 
no better than infectious ravaging Diftempers 
waſting whole Countries, and deſolating Ci- 
ties: That thoſe Diſeaſes were indeed record- 


ed to Poſterity, and lived in Fame, but were 


both horrible and odious to all that heard of 


them or read them. And indeed, if there be an 
Difference betwixt theſe Plagues, it is to the 


Advantage of thoſe meerly paſſive ones that 


are the Inſtruments of God's Providence, in 
puniſhing the World themſelves without any 


Malice or Deſign; and David, under the hard 
Neceſſity of chooſing one, choſe the deſtroy- 


ing Angel of God, rather than the Sword of 


War, to puniſh his Offences ; knowing that 


the infinite Compaſſions of God fail not, but 


chat he, in the Midſt of Wrath, thinks upon. 
Mercy; whereas the Fury of enraged victori- 


ous Men is deaf, and obſtinate, and unrelent- 


Ing. FREY B . K's 
| Theſe warlike and ambitious Leaders make 
good Pictures when they are dead: They 
make a ſhining Figure in Hiſtories, _ and fill 
Chronicles with great Variety of Events; 
they ſtore the Childrens Memories with brave 
Exploits, and entertain them with Delight and 


Pleaſure ; and raiſe fantaſtick high Conceits 


in the Minds of their own Countrymen, as 
though they were enobled by the Valour of 
their Anceſtors, and that their Victories re- 


flected Praiſe and Glory on their late Deſcen- 


dants. Theſe are the mighty Benefits that ma- 


ny of theſe Heroes of Antiquity conferred up- 
on Poſterity, and worth, no, Doubt of it, that 


vaſt. Expence of Blood and Treaſure theſe . 
great Conqueſts coſt them! What is the Peace 
and Quiet of the World, the Lives, and Li- 

| . 1 berties, 


£2 
bert ies, and Fortunes of a great many hut. 
dred thouſand Subjects, in Compariſon witli 
the Name of Conquerour? Nothing is certainly 
too dear, to have it ſaid that 2 a Prince 
extended his Dominions to ſuch a Sea or River, 
ſo many Leagues beyond their former Bounds : 
This is exceeding ſine, altho at the ſame Time 


it is ſo many Leagues beyond all Faith, and 


Truth, and Reaſon, and Conſcience; and 
that tis certain, that when he broke through 
ſuch a Country, he alſo broke through Ju- 
ſtice, Honour, and Religion, through the moſt 

folemn Leagues and Contracts, confirmed with 

Vos, and Promiſes, and ſacred Oaths, in 

the moſt ſerious and tremendous Manner, and 
that he valued neither God nor Man equally 
wha neat: Fromecr; 75. - 

This is the Way theſe Princes take to Fame, 

and their Poſterity praiſe their Saying, without con- 

ſidering how much Miſery they brought upon 
their Generations, how many innocent People 
ſuffered both of their own and other's Sub- 
jects, how many thouſands died, how many 


more were reduced to the extremeſt Miſery, - 


and the whole Nation brought almoſt to Beg- 
gary. Tis a wrong Way the World is in, to 
crown thoſe Actions with their Praiſe and Ad- 
miration, that ſhould be rather charged with 
Infamy and Curſes! I know not by what 
ſtrange Deluſion tis, that Poſterity reads, with 


the greateſt Pride and Pleaſure, the Events and 
Actions of thoſe Reigns, that were undoubted- 
ly the moſt oppreſſive of their Anceſtors; not 


with the Joy of People ſaved from ſuch a 
Shipwreck, and ſecure themſelves, - but with a a 


wild Ambition and Defire of riding in the 


like Storms, But ſure the peaceful and the quiet 
' RR. Reigns 
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| | 9 | 
Reigns were much the eaſieſt to the Subject. 
But fince the Character of taking Delight in 
Mar is ſo truly infamous and odious in the Sight 
of God and all good Men, it is but reaſonable 
and juſt that we ſhould take great Heed of fix- 
ing it where it is not certainly deſery'd, and 
ought to ſtand. A State, of War is contrary 
to that of Peace; but one is full as lawful as 
the other; and the Spirit of God aſſures us 
by the wiſeſt of Men, That there is a Time for 
one as well as for the other, Eccleſ. 3. 8. The 
reateſt Princes of the World have ſometimes 
been the greateſt Captains, conſtrain'd by the 
Neceſſity of their Affairs to be continually en- 
gaged in Wars, either repelling Force, or 
vindicating Wrongs, or gloriouſly aſſerting 
Liberty. Would it be well to treat the Memo- 
ries of thoſe Princes ignominiouſly, as tak; 
Delight in War, by whom alone it came to pals 
that any one could take Delight in Peace? 


or that there could be any ſuch thing as Peace 
witch Liberty? Were this a ſuitable Return for 
| ſuch as reſcued miſerable oppreſſed People from 


all the Inſolence and Violence of either civil 
or religious Tyranny ? Would it be well to 
brand the Generals thus who fought their Prin- 
ces and their Countries Battles, at the conſtant 
Hazard of their Lives, only becauſe they reap- 
ed the Honours and Advantages which their 
great Services deſerv'd, or which their Stati- 
ons would have claim'd had they been neither 
wiſe, . nor valiant, nor ſucceſsful ? * 
Would it be well to lay this heavy Charge 
upon the meaner Offcers, or even the comme; 
Soldiers, who live in Arms, defend their Coun- 
try, and annoy the Enemy, altho' they had no 
„ 1. other 
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other Motive to it but their Pay? If their Em- 


loyment be not honeſt and allowed, they 
ſhould be told ſo; but if it be, they can no 


more be ſaid to delight in War, i. e. in all the 
Miſeries and miſchievous Effects of War, than 
they who carefully look after People's Health, 


to take Delight in their Diſeaſes and their | 
Sufferings ; or they who plead the Cauſes of 
their Clients, to take Delight in People's In- | 


juries and Oppreflions ; or they who are the 
Miniſters : of Juſtice, can properly be ſaid to 
take Delight in the ſevereſt Executions of it; 


_ altho' they all of them are well rewarded for | 
the Pains they take, and would not undertake | 
thoſe Offices without it. This were too thank- | 
leſs and infurious a Treatment of thoſe brave | 
Men, by whom we enjoy our Safety and our | 
Eaſe ; and who, beſides the Hopes of Recom- |? 
pence, may be preſumed to act upon as wor- 
thy and as honourable Principles as thoſe who 


are the readieſt to diſarm them. 


Nor is it leſs unjuſt and miſchievous, that all 
who judge not right of the Neceſſity of War | 


ſhould be reproach'd as Enemies to Peace: That 


is an Artifice of the dark Maſters and Pro- 


moters of Slander, by which they delude un- 
wary inconſiderate ones. The military Men 
who ſtand in their Way muſt by all Means be 


ſaid to take Delight in Mar, becauſe it is their 


Trade; the Civil who would fain be ſafe, 


and fly for Refuge to the Camp, muſt all of. 
them be repreſented as Enemies to Peace, Thele | 
are the odious Skins in which Men cloath || 
their Enemies, before they thinkof hunting 


them: But is this Uſage honeſt, juſt, or Chri- 


ſtian- like ? Is it not poſſible for Men to be miſ- 


taken 


BD Ow 

eaken without Malice ? or to judge amiſs, with- 
out Deſign of hindring any Good or doing any 
Evil? Methinks in Matters that at leaſt are 
doubtful, and where the Event alone can right- 
ly determine which of the contending Parties 
judgd the beſt, a little better Quartet might 
e given, and a more favourable Cenſure paſ- 
ſed. Are the People who ſeem to be afraid of 
an unſecure Peace ſo deſtitute of all Defence, 
as to deſerve immediately to be eſteemed its 
Enemies? Can Men upon the ſudden fall into 
Confidence and good Opinion of a Prince, 
' whom never Creature truſted yet but was de- 
ceiv'd 2? or are we at length become a Match 
in Fraud and Fineſſe for that Court, ſo that 
we need to apprehend no Danger from it? 
How comes it that all' the Princes of 
the World abroad concur in the ſame Diſ- 
” truſt and Diffidence of this their common E- 
nemy; and One eſpecially, who if he means well 
to himſelf, means certainly as well to us ? 
But ſince Authorities and great Names are Ar- 
guments that rather flence than convince, and 
ſince Reſpe# ſtops many a Reply that Reaſon? 
has in readineſs, I leave this ſacred Shelter, 
and betake my ſelf to common Senſe, and only 
deſire to know, whether the Men themſelves, 
who are on this ſide of the Queſtion, are not 
as fic to Judge, and as capable of Judging as 
their Neighbours? Is ic becauſe they under- 


eſe It ſtand not fo well the ſituation of Affairs a- 


broad, or thoſe. at home? Do they want 
| Skill, or Obſervacion, or Experience? are they 
much leſs acquainted with the Riches or the 
Poverty, the Strength or Weakneſs of the E- 


nemy, or of their own Country than other 
8 | C 2 Folks? 
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Folks? Or know they nothing of the Powers 
and Intereſts of other States and Princes, or 


how to ballance them? Or have they no E- 


ſtates and Fortunes of their own at home to 


fave or loſe? Do they not equally contri- 


bute to the publick Charge, and are they not 
aſſeſs' d. like other Men? Is not the ſervioe of 


the War by Sea and Land, is not the Civil 


Liſt, and every Branch of the Revenue, aſ- 


ſiſted by their Payments in proportion to their 
Powers, as much as by thoſe who differ from 
them? Are they leſs Hoſpitable, leſs Bene fi- 
cent, leſs Charitable than their Fellow-Sub- 
jects? Are they leſs ſenſible of Grief or Loſs, 


than other Folks? Does not the War deprive 
them of their Relations, Kindred, Friends, and 
Acquaintance? and does it not abridge them 


of many great Conveniencies and Pleaſures? 


And, in a word, do they not ſuffer equally 
with any People in the Kingdom? In what 
Reſpects can War be advantageous to Them, 
in what can Peace be prejudicial, more than 


each will be to others in common with them? 


I could to theſe, add numberleſs Inquiries 
more, and make Recriminations without End, 
if they would ſerve to any good and honeſt 
Purpoſe. But our Diſſenſions want no Irrita- 


tion; what I have ſaid, may be ſufficient to 


ſhew (where People will open their Eyes or 
Ears) that there is neither Senſe, nor Reaſon, 


nor Juſtice, in calling thoſe who are afraid of | 


| an inſecure one, Enemies to Peace. 5 i 
EE Andthus, having ſhewn whom Dawid meant, | 


and whom he meant not, in his Prayer to 
God, to ſcatter thoſe who delighted in War : 


And alſo ſhewn, what Reaſon and Juſtice Peo- | 


ple have to dereft ſuch Men as truly om | 


2 
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chat infamous and hateful Character; as alſo, 


whom we ought not to charge therewith, or 
with the being Enemies to Peace. I have, I 


find, but a little time left, for an Exhortation 


to Repentance, and the humbling our ſelves before 
Almighty God, in order to the obtaining Pardon of 
all our great and manifeſt Tranſgreſſions ; the aver- 


ting of thoſe heavy Tudgments which our Provocati- 


ons have deſerved ; and for imploring a Bleſſing on 
the preſent Treaty, that thereby may be produced, an 


| honoarable, ſecure and laſting Peace, to us and our 


Allies; and alſo to beg his Bleſſing on our United 
Arms, till ſuch a Peace ſhall be ſubmitted to. Great 


things indeed, but not too great for Him, of 


whom we come to ask them! - But oh, let not 


the Lord be angry if we humbly pray Him, 


that we may not want theſe mighty Bleſſings, 


till he can give them to our Humiliation and 


true Repentance ! But let us owe them quick- - 
ly ta his undeſerv'd and boundleſs Mercy! 
The War we are ＋ 45 in is acknowledg'd to 


be juſt, and the Succeſſes God hath crown'd it with, 
have been aſtoniſhingly great. And therefore they 
who now tell us, that we entred wrong into it, are 
thoſe I doubt, who would have us go erong out of it. 


Or if they mean that we have been at too great 
Charge, tis manifeſt they know not how to value 
thoſe Succeſſes. . But I would ſpeak to Engliſhmen. 
Theſe great Succeſſes, it is plain, have not been 


overbought, becauſe we are told---:t is by them, that 


the Enemies have been ſo far reduced, as to make Propo- 
ſals for treating of a general Peace. 

Would they have done it then, without theſe great 
Succeſſes? Or could we have obtain'd theſe great 
Succeſſes at a leſs Expence? I am as glad to con- 
front ſo ſenſeleſs a Slander, with ſo great an Aurho- 
rity, as I am to ſay, that our Enemies have been 
at as great an Expence at leaſt, to loſe their Coun- 
try, Cities, and their Armies, as we have been to 
$4: 24 EE Shs . 5 d | | . win 


| | (un) 
win them, take them, and overcome them : And 
that their Children, and their Children's Children 
will be paying Debts (if Arbitrary Governments pay 
Debts) contracted by Diſgraces, Lofles and Defeats, 3 
which left them fighing ftill in Chains and Slavery, 4 
while our Poſterity ſhall be diſcharging Debts con- 
trated by their Fathers, to leave them the Proteſtant 
Religion, a Proteſtant Succeſſion, and (which muſt keep 
them both) heir Liberties, | 
The Bleſing that we are to ask upon this Treaty 
| is, I conceive, in other Words that We may have 
1 the Wiſdom and the Reſolution to demand and to 
| : in /ſiſt upon, and that the Enemies may have the Jaſtice 
and the Grace to yield 45 what we have hitherto þ 
ö i been fighting for; as well becauſe it is to be an ho- } 
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14 nourable, ſecure, and laſting Peace, (which other- 
| | wife we think it could not be) to Us and our Allies ? 
| (who are to judge of it, as well as We) as alſo be- | 
cauſe we are to beg the Divine Aſſiſtance en our United : 
Arms, till the Enemies ſhall ſubmit to ſuch 4 Peace, as. | 
- we would: have, by Treaty; now ſurely, there is little 
need of fighting and continuing on a War, to obtain 
a Peace that would have none of thoſe good Epi- 
thets belong to it; and therefore the Peace we beg 
for as 2 Bling, muſt needs be ſuch a one as we 
have all along been wiſhing for; it muſt be ſuch 
as will be honourable, ſecure, and laſting. And there 
are.none I hope, in all the Queen's Dominions, that 
will not heartily pray for ſuch a Peace, or readily. 
contribute to ſuch a War. | 
Our Enemies themſelves will hardly have the Ma- 
lice, or the Confidence ta ſay, this Nation is an Ene- 
my to Peace, or that whatever could be done, has not 
en done, inorder to the obtaining it. But we fhall 
alſo. give them Cauſe, I hope, to ſay, that all that 
[1.8 can be done in order to the carrying on the War, is 
BY - alſo done. The firſt, without the laſt, would only 
[4 | give them a Pleaſure that we owe them not, and 
make us their Scorn, who have been hitherto their 
conſtant Terror. But let us not ſo much as preſage the 
leaſt Evil! I know very well in whoſe Hands, under 
God, we are. This is a Peace or War, tha * 
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„ 
like any other Peace or War that we or our Fathers 
have ſeen. Tis one of the greateſt Misfortunes that 
could befall this Nation at this Time, if People's 
Conſideration can be ſo ſhort and ſlight, as to think 
this Treaty will determine only whether they ſhall 
ſave a little Money by Peace, or ſpend a little 
more by carrying on the War; whereas it will 
determine, in all likelyhood, whether they ſhall 
ever have Abilities ba Power again, of giving or. 
refuſing. I do not mean that we ſhall article for 
or ** a new Religion, a new Government, and a 
new King. But I mean, that unleſs the Peace be good. 
thoſe things will certainly follow, in their 1 
without and againſt all Articles: And therefore no 
Man can be too ſollicitous about this great Event, that 
will determine the Fortune of Europe for many Years, 
and it may be for many Ages; and for our own par- 
ticular, determine, in its Conſequence, of all we have. 
And therefore, they who are in earneſt zealous for 
the Glory and the Safety of the Queen, the Preſervation of 
the Proteſtant Religion, and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and 
for the En liſh Laws and Liberties, will certainly beg 
of-God, ſo to direct, guide, and aſſiſt thoſe whom 
the Queen employs in this moſt nice and perilous 
Affair of Treating, that ſuch a Peace may be obtain- 
ed, as will ſecure them all, to us and our Poſterity:- 
Or (ſhould the War be fill found neceſſary) that 
He would go forth with our Armies, in the moſt 
glorious and ſurprizing Manner he hath hitherto 
done, and raiſe us up (He only can) 4 General, wiſe, 
and brave, and fortunate, as was our laſt. 

Theſe are the Bleſſings that we want, and come to 
ask of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 


F. * 


with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt be all Glory, 
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